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In response to the growing need for military air defense in the 1920s, a parcel of Novato farmland

on the San Pablo Bay was chosen as the future site for Hamilton Field. Constructed in the early

1930s and dedicated in 1935, Hamilton was originally established as a bombardment base of the

1st Wing of the air force. The base played a pivotal role during World War II as a flight-training

facility and was an official point of departure for bombardment groups heading to the Pacific.

Renamed the Hamilton Air Force Base in 1947, the base is also known for its well-planned

community layout and landscaping, as well as its architecturally cohesive design in the Spanish

Eclectic style. Decommissioned and vacated by 1975, the former base now serves as a planned

housing, business, and civic park. Hamilton remains an important historical and community asset of

Novato and Marin County.
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For this collection of vintage Hamilton imagery, the Novato Historical Guild researched and

compiled images from the Novato History Museum and Archives collections. Also, former civilian

and military personnel who were stationed here contributed their invaluable expertise through

stories and memorabilia to tell Hamilton Fieldâ€™s unique story through times of war and peace.

I enjoyed this book. Would have liked to see more information on some of the Tenant outfits such as

the 4435 ATS (SAM) that flew AC121 Connies from there in the 1960s.



New book arrived in timely manner. Thank you!

good pics, brings back memories

I wish there was more on the 60's & early 70's. There were a lot of pictures missing, the BX, the

Commissary, the central part of the base, the WAF quarters, the Officer's pool,etc.

the greatest generation ever staged in and out of this base and deserve to be remembered for

taking care of their jobs
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